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Clinical Cancer Medicine: Treatment Tactics J J Lokich pp 422 £19.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 Since the emergence of malignant disease as a specialty on the growing edge of modern medicine, many excellent texts have appeared dealing with specific treatment modalities, or approaching the subject by tumour type. However, the individual patient often poses a multiplicity of problems not adequately covered by anyone text. The merit of Jacob Lokich's contribution lies in his recognition and elucidation of those areas which are among the most complex of cancer medicine and which bridge many of the subdisciplines of both medicine and surgery. From the original intent of providing guidelines for the management of oncological emergencies grew an awareness that many complications of both malignant disease and its treatment are equally unique and complex in their clinical course.
A good expose is given of the philosophy of management of malignant disease with emphasis on the balance between morbidity of disease and of treatment, and the quality of life. Dealing principally, as Lokich does, with locally advanced or disseminated disease, emphasis is laid on symptom control. Oncological emergencies are well handled and include not only the classic syndromes of superior vena caval obstruction and spinal cord compression requiring emergency irradiation, but also the medical emergencies of hypercalcaemia and central nervous system syndromes. Mention is also made of cardiac complications which can be life-threatening and are often overlooked.
Many problems are neatly illustrated by short anecdotal histories in italic print. At the same time major points from each page are interposed in heavy print and serve as a useful precis for the rapid reader.
Reproduction of some illustrations, particularly of chest radiographs is not of the best quality. However, this is a useful contribution for physicians on the periphery of oncological medicine and a valuable guide for trainees in oncology who have hitherto had to learn much of the management of cancer by example and experience alone.
ELISABETH MACDONALD
Locum Consultant Radiotherapist University College Hospital. London
Immunological Aspects of Reproduction and Fertility Control. J P Hearn (ed) pp 253 £19.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 This is an interesting review to which the editor, John Hearn, who is an expert on comparative reproduction, has contributed one chapter. The book has ten chapters devoted to immunological aspects of reproduction and fertility control.
The first section deals with the immunological aspects of reproduction and commences with a fascinating chapter discussing the relationship between foreign fetal tissues and maternal tissues living in harmony in different species and how this relates to the situation in man. Key events and presentation are identified and comparative aspects of presentation and how the fetal allograft avoids maternal cellular recognition are discussed. One of the contributors protests against the use of the term fetal allograft. The critical question is whether there are immunogenic alloantigens on the surface of the trophoblasts or not. This concept is very much related to various immunological ways of diagnosing early pregnancy and whether pre-eclampsia is an immune disorder or not. This is well discussed in the relevant chapters in this volume as well as the immunological factors in male and female infertility in which there is considerable confusion, especially with respect to methods of management.
The second half of the book discusses immunological possibilities in infertility control. There is a realistic appraisal of the potential of limiting reproduction by antibodies to luteinizing hormone releasing hormone, zona pellucida antigens, the beta subunit of HCG, discussed with candour by the world experts who have been attempting to develop an immunological method of fertility control. Interesting relationships to animal husbandry are discussed, but the underlying issue is that an immunological method of fertility control is still a long way off. Nevertheless, interesting avenues for further research are identified and discussed, and the reasons why the earlier promise has not been fulfilled are clearly identified.
This volume is a most valuable contribution to our knowledge in this interface between immunology and reproduction and it will be of interest to research workers in the immunological and reproductive field. It is an important volume to have in any library catering for the needs of research workers in reproduction and the development of new contraceptive methods. It is warmly recommended for the breadth and excellence of its subject material and the clear way in which it has been presented. Segal pp 602 £ 19.20 London: Academic Press 1980 Despite the jacket-cover claim that the preceding volumes of the series provide a 'highly readable' account, I found the present volume heavy-going.
MAX ELSTEIN
Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology University Hospital of South Manchester
Control of Reproduction (Introduction to Physiology, vol 5) H Davson & M B
In part this was due to some difficulty in detecting an altogether consecutive thread to the narrative; a consequence, again in part, of some of the material having already been discussed in previous volumes, though other, praiseworthy, reasons for difficulty included the very extensive coverage of the literature and detailed accounts of the differing mechanisms in the reproductive systems of different species. On this latter aspect one can confidently recommend the volume for reference purposes.
While admiring the overall .standard of production, I feel obliged to draw attention to a number of slips, inaccuracies and inconsistencies of which the following examples are not exhaustive: ergocomine for ergocornine (footnote, p 218); eostrogen for oestrogen (p 245); placentae and placentas on p 266; pelvises (pp 342, 343); bromocryptine for bromocriptine (p 369); and whereas p 370 has prepuberal p 372 has pubertal. Spermiation is defined on p 55 as release of spermatozoa into the lumen of seminal vesicles -but clearly 'seminiferous tubules' is intended and this error is repeated on p 147. On p 67 17-hydroxyprogesterone is referred to as the precursor of progesterone, which it is not. The text (p 69) states that Fig. 2.15 shows that the rise in LH precedes the rise in progesterone, but in fact the figure shows the relationship of the ovarian secretion of progesterone and 20a-hydroxyprogesterone. On p 473 the surprising statement 'certainly injections of oestrogens and androgens can decrease prostatic hypertrophy' is made; surely few would accept this. The reports are collected in chapters dealing with single or related conditions. Thus under 'Smallpox and Monkeypox' the first three articles are about the Birmingham incident; worldwide surveillance and adverse reactions to vaccination follow; and finally there is a possibly cautionary account of monkeypox occurring in humans.
Editorial notes combine interpretation of the presented facts with brief comments on important diagnostic, clinical and epidemiological features.
The majority of the 40 chapters deal with a single bacterial or viral agent. Mycoses, however, are limited to one chapter comprising four articles, each about a different fungus. This reflects the policy of selecting only material of recent and unusual interest.
